Dear Student,

As a student in Gordon College and a member of the academic world, you are about to acquire the important tools of writing academic papers. You will realize that the college fosters independent thinking and original ideas. You will be exposed to a wide variety of sources that are going to be part of your growing knowledge and understanding in your fields of study. While reading source sand integrating them into your own work is a desirable, challenging, and organic part of any process of academic development, a pertinent part of this process is the issue of avoiding plagiarism. The following text aims at giving you a few helpful guidelines. 

Plagiarism is defined as “the unauthorized use of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one’s own.” (The Webster’s College Dictionary. New York: Random House, 2000. p. 1011)
There are various categories of plagiarism. Let us focus on those relevant to college students.

1. Cut-paste: You were given a term paper, found  a relevant text on the web and by simply using the cut-paste option  and adding your name, I.D number plus a nice looking title –you present it as your own work

2. Full borrowing of another person’s work, not necessarily drawn from the web.

3. Downloading specified term papers from the web; a free sample work or one you have to buy. The web is full of cheaters’ sites which may look very tempting when work load is high and time is short and pressing
4. Reading a relevant article on the topic you should write about (the source is irrelevant: internet, library book, journal article, or another students’ work), paraphrasing it into your own language and presenting it as your own work without giving any credit to your source. Remember: plagiarism is not only about copying language, but also about copying thoughts. The common defense--”but these are MY words”-- is just irrelevant here.

5. In some cases, a student may copy only part of the source. Note: even one sentence /phrase that is borrowed but not given proper credit constitutes a case of plagiarism. The common defense--” but I only used a few words/ sentences/ideas”—is, again, simply irrelevant.
6. Getting “help” from a more proficient person and presenting his or her work as your own. In some cases, advice and assistance are officially offered by your instructor; these are NOT cases of plagiarism as they do not violate the trust between the two of you. In other cases, you are sent to get specific form of help from another person, not necessarily your instructor. Again—as long as the limits and framework of your work are defined and agreed upon, plagiarism is not an issue. But if you simply copy /paraphrase/ pay/ beg for ideas and words of another person and present them as your own work, you are plagiarizing.
Plagiarism is a serious offence. It is a violation of the most basic values of trust and honesty. As a future teacher, you are expected to follow a code of moral behavior. Following a moral code of behavior is at least as important as being able to produce academic papers
 Read carefully the specific "תקנון" of your college. You will find clear instructions about plagiarism and a demand to attach to any paper you submit a special form that states that the paper is your own work. In the end, the defense-- “but I had no idea this was plagiarism”-- is absolutely unacceptable, given the amount of information and warnings you are exposed to. Do not try to avoid responsibility. In cases of plagiarism, a student is called to a disciplinary committee whose job is to determine about one form or another of severe penalty.
When you feel stress or lack of understanding about a specific assignment, look for your instructors. They will be willing to assist you and offer valuable guidance. They will make sure the temporary sense of confusion and anxiety is translated into a meaningful process of discovery and growth. This is precisely what good teaching is about, and this is precisely what is going to be expected of you once you become a teacher yourself. Professional development in the field of teaching is not confined to covering material in different disciplines. It is also a development of a curious, knowledge seeking individual who is also attuned to his or her pupils’ needs and knows when to step in and help them ask the right questions, look for possible solutions and build their knowledge in a creative way. Giving credit to sources, citing them properly and clearly drawing the boundary line between original thinking and borrowed material is an inseparable part of any process of academic development and is thus a crucial element in the training of teachers. 
Wishing you a productive, plagiarism-free year!
