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Short Text Rationale

This is a very simple story aimed at first or second year EFL students. I vaguely remembered a childhood song in Italian about elephants and spider webs and developed it into a little story with lots of repetitions.

This short story is divided in 2 halves. In each half the sentence structure is almost exactly the same on each page, so is the vocabulary. 

Two little elephants were swinging on a spider web thread
They loved the game!
They went and called another little elephant…

The only change between pages, signaling progression in the story, is the number of elephants. While the elephants love the game and keep increasing in the first half, they get bored and leave one by one in the second half. 

Three little elephants were swinging on a spider web thread
One of them got bored of it…
She left, and then there were only two little elephants…

Of course the subject verb agreements change between sentences but that need not be an obstacle to understanding for students who have developed a minimal top-down decoding approach.

By the end of the story a child will have read the words “little elephants” 14 times and “swinging on a spider web thread” 7 times. Other phrases are also repeated several times.
