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Phonological awareness predicts success in acquiring language. Having mastered reading simple words in which each sound is represented by one letter the students move to more advanced levels of reading, becoming familiar of digraphs, diphthongs, consonant blends and different spelling patterns. Making the students aware of the fact that particular combinations of letters represent particular sounds and that there are particular ways to pronounce a combination of two letters is one of the core elements of phonics. Such awareness is achieved in different was including introducing phonics poems.
Phonics poems are an easy way to make the students remember spelling patterns during a language learning process and help them to easily to master such important language skills as proper decoding and proper articulation. According to research, these poems increase the students' decoding skills and reading fluency. The simplicity of the rhymes and the repetition of the sounds make it easy to learn to read and remember the sounds. Moreover, children usually enjoy reading phonics poems and thus develop a lifetime love to reading books.
The presented book "The little ghost" is a phonics poem book, which helps students to learn and practice the “ow” spelling pattern, pronounced as long /o/ sound) through using familiar words. In addition, in one of the stanzas appear two homophone words – go and blow – the teacher might choose to use as an example for a homophone phenomenon in the language.
The plot, setting and characters of the poem are also appropriate for beginning learners and the age group it is meant for and easy to comprehend.
