Notes on phonics “rules” we might want to catch.

I am pretty sure that you have most if not all of these…

1. The situation of double letters being pronounced as one sound (dress, dull)

2. Hard and soft c and g – before i,e,y
3. Long vowel sounds with silent  e – rap- rape
4. Pronunciation of –all as different than any other combination with –ll ( dol/doll vs pal/pall)

5. –oll pronunciation differences (compare doll and roll)

6. –ul pronunciation differences (compare dull and pull)

7. –ule pronunciation differences (compare rule and mule)

8. r controlled syllables: -er, -ir, -ur sound the same

9. r controlled syllables with silent e – note irregularities in last column

	are*
	ere
	ire
	ore
	ure

	bare
	here
	wire
	bore
	pure**

	care
	sere
	fire
	core
	lure

	dare
	mere
	hire
	more
	sure**


10.  Note that –ow makes two completely different sounds

	aw
	ew
	ow
	ow

	paw
	few
	now
	tow

	law
	dew
	cow
	low

	raw
	new
	how
	row

	saw
	sew*
	wow
	sow


11. Qu – pronounced like KW

12. ay/oy

13. The letter y can also be a vowel. When it comes at the end of a one- syllable word, it is pronounced like the letter I. When it is followed by a silent e, it also sounds like the letter I. (by, bye)

14. When words of more than one syllable end in the letters consonant y, the y sounds like an E. (baby)

15. c, k, ck- all make sound of K
16. When the consonant is doubled, the vowel sound is usually short

17.  vowel digraphs – sound like first vowel in the series

	ee
	ea
	oa
	ai


18. The ead combination can be read two different ways.

	bead
	head

	lead
	lead

	read
	read


19. The r in the air combination changes the pronunciation of vowel digraphs as well.

	air
	hair
	fair


	oi


20.  Double oo – two completely different pronunciations

	oo
	oo

	book
	boot

	look
	root

	cook
	loot

	hook
	moon

	took
	soon


21. When the oo is followed by an r, it sounds different. Click on the boxes to hear the difference. Try pronouncing each box. Double click for the meaning.

	poor
	door


22.  Pretty sure you have these!

	sh
	ch
	ph*


	The Problem with CH

When words come into the English language from German, the ch is pronounced as if it is spelled simply with a c. Click on each one to hear how it is read. Double click for their meaning.

	chord
	chorus
	orchestra

	When words come into the English language from French, the ch sounds like sh. Click on each one to hear how it is read. Double click for their meaning.

	machine
	chef
	champaign


23.  Bet you have the voiced and unvoiced differences here as well.

	th
	th


24. Pronunciation of –ng

25. Blends – problem here is that the EFL learner tends to put a vowel between the letter.

	bl
	sl
	cl
	fl
	gl
	pl

	br
	cr
	dr
	fr
	gr
	pr
	tr

	tw

	sc
	sk
	sl
	sw
	st
	sn
	sp
	sm
	squ

	spl
	spr
	str
	scr


26. In English, an s is often found at the end of a word. Sometimes the S sounds like an s and sometimes it sounds like a z. (cats vs is) Generally, when the s comes after a b,d,g,h,l,m,n,r,v or y or the vowels a or i and it is pronounced like a z. Stupid rule – too long…

27.  S is always pronounced like an s when doubled.

28. The combinations of st nd, nt, and nk  - same problem as the blends at the beginning of words.

29. Open syllables  = long vowel sounds (be, go) but careful with to, do

30. Silent letters – in combination

	wh
	wh
	mb
	wr
	kn
	gn

	what
	whose
	lamb
	write
	know
	sign


31.  Here’s an interesting rule for ya!

	Be Careful!

Then these words, that end with consonant combinations where one consonant is silent, when you add ing,e, ed or er, the silent letter is still silent. Click on these words to hear how they are read. Double click for their meaning.

	bombs, signing, climber, foreigner

	But when they are followed by other parts of a word, the silent letter sometimes gets pronounced when the two letters are separated into two syllables. Click on these words to hear how they are read. Double click for their meaning.

	bombard, signature. designate, signal


32. Silent letters on their own

	Silent t
	Silent h
	Silent l
	Silent w

	listen
	heir
	could
	answer


	gh


33. The combination of gh can be pronounced:

	g
	ghost, spaghetti

	f
	cough, laugh

	p
	hiccouph

	silent
	daughter, taught, 


	Silent
	Sounds like F

	high
	right
	neighbor
	bough
	bought
	daughter
	caught
	though
	rough
	cough
	laugh

	sigh
	night
	eight
	plough
	thought
	slaughter
	taught
	dough
	enough
	trough
	draught


34. When the combinations of il, el, le, and al are at the end of words, they are all pronounced the same. 

	sion
	tion
	cian


All of these letter combinations are found at the end of words and can make the same sound as the combination of sh. 
35. The sion ending can sometimes sound like zhn.. 

36.  This is all too complicated not to give you the whole ball of wax, so to speak…

	ui


The vowel combination of ui makes many different sounds. 

· When the combination appears because it is preceeded by qu, the short i is usually heard. 

	quit
	equip


· When the qui is followed by a vowel or the letter r. 
	quiet
	require


· When a g is followed by ui at the beginning of a word, the u is silent

	guide
	guitar


· When a g is followed by ui in the middle of a word, it sometimes sounds like gw. 
	penguin
	distinguish


· There are several other ways to pronounce the ui combination. 

	suit

fruit
	build


	genuine

tuition


37.  Ditto for this one:  

	ou


The combination of ou is also one where there are many pronunciations. 

	our

loud

noun
	four

your

tour
	soul


	you
soup
	could 

should

would


38.  And here’s another!

	ue


· When it comes at the end of a word, sometimes, we just hear the sound oo. 

	blue
	clue


· But sometimes we hear the sound of the u more clearly. Here the e at the end works like the e that makes the vowel sound long. 
	cue
	hue


· Sometimes, the whole ue combination at the end of a word is not pronounced at all. Usually this indicated a word that came into Englishh from another language. 

	vague
	dialogue


· Sometimes both the u and the e are pronounced. 
	duet
	fuel


· When a g proceeds the ue, the u is sometimes silent. Click on the boxes to see how the words are read. Double click to get the meaning.

	guess
	guest


39. Last but not least!

	ie/ei


· Usually, the i comes before the e in words in English. The sound is makes is then like a long e. 

	believe
	thief


· When the word contains a c preceding the ie combination, the combination is reversed to ei. This still sounds like a long e.

	receive
	ceiling


The combination of ei is also seen in words where the sound is pronounced like a long a.

	neighbor
	weigh


