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Course name: Methodology and Workshop – Academics’ Course
Lecturer: Deborah Morse
Course components in hours and credits: 4 hours lectures + 4 hours workshops = 8 hour
     per week

Prerequisites: None
Type of course: lesson and workshop

Course Aims:

This course is designed for those students who are enrolled at Gordon in the one to two year intensive retraining program. The aims of the course include:

1. Exploration of the basic methodology of teaching English as a Foreign Language, 

2. The general principles of classroom management for both elementary and upper school classrooms.

3. Introduction to the techniques required for teaching a heterogeneous class. Different approaches, considerations and curricula will be explored.

In addition, special emphasis is placed on reflective teaching as the hallmark skill for professional experience and growth. Understanding of the teaching process, curricula, the students and self are the inter-related issues that will be covered.

This course is “attached” to two other courses: Practice Teaching and Project. Some of the course requirements overlap.

Course outline: 

Lessons 1-4: Introductions, introduction to methodology, approaches in EFL learning, student and teacher expectations, intrinsic and extrinsic motivation, introduction to observation and reflection

Compulsory reading:  

Richards, J. C. and Lockwood, C. (1994). Reflective Teaching in SL Classrooms; CUP
Errol, M. (2011) The Anosognosics’s Dilemma: Something’s Wrong and You’ll Never Know What it Is (Part 1), The New York Times Magazine, October 2011
Elective reading:         

Long M. and Richards J (1987). Methodology in TESOL, (pp 259-264). NY: Newbury 

Lesson 5- 8: Classroom presence, behavioral objectives, skill theory, planning a good presentation – criteria and actual planning, lesson planning, giving instructions and explanations

Compulsory reading: 
Gladwell, M.(2006). What the Dog Saw, New Yorker Magazine, May 22
Lessons 9-12: Elements of good practice – criteria and actual planning, lesson planning, introduction to heterogeneity

Compulsory reading: 
Ur, P. (1996). A Course in Language Teaching (pp. 212-226) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
Lessons 13 – 16: Production phase of language learning, planning objectives, understanding and using the National Curriculum, reflection 

Compulsory reading:  
Ministry of Education and Culture, English Inspectorate (1988). English Syllabus for Schools. Jerusalem.

Lessons 17- 20: Field Trip to observe teachers in the field, putting presentation, practice and production together. 

Lessons 21 - 24: Vocabulary acquisition, elements of vocabulary, presentation and practice of vocabulary

Compulsory reading: 
Michael, J.W. (1982). Teaching Vocabulary (27-36) Virginia: Heinemann Educational Books. 
Elective reading: 
Deutscher, G. (2010). Does Language Shape How You Think? New York Times, August 26
Lessons 25 – 28: Multiple intelligences, learning styles and other issues in heterogeneity
 
Compulsory reading: 
Swan, M. (1992). The Textbook: Bridge or Wall? In Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching, 2/11:32-35
Lessons 29 – 32: The acquisition of reading
Compulsory reading:  
Krashen, S. (1993). The Power of Reading: Insights from Research. Colorado: Libraries Unlimited, Inc.
Lessons 33- 36: Approaches to the teaching or reading, Learning Strategies in EFL

Compulsory reading:  
Oxford R., Lavine R. and Crookall D. (1989). Language Learning Strategies, the Communicative Approach, and Their Classroom Implications, Foreign Language Annals, Volume 22/1 (pp 29–39)
Elective reading:  
Chamot A. and Kupper L.(1989). Learning Strategies in Foreign Language Instruction, Foreign Language Annals, Volume 22/1 (pp 13-22)
Lessons 37 – 40:  INTENSIVE WEEK – no classes
Lessons 41 – 44:  Teaching beginning reading and remediation approaches

Elective reading:   
Wallace C. (1990). Learning to Read in a Second Language: A Window on the Language Acquisition Process (pp.220-231). Philadelphia: John Benjamin’s Publishing Company 

Lessons 45 – 48:  Analysis of texts in planning lessons, planning reading lessons
Elective reading:   
Iagusch E., Moyoka  T. and Grusuch G. (2004). Developing Reading Fluency in EFL: How Assisted Repeated Reading and Extensive Reading  Affect Fluency Development, in Reading in a Foreign Language, Vol 10/2
Lessons 49 – 52: Reflection and intensive week wrap-up, writing a test
Compulsory reading: 
Tough, P. (2011). What if the Secret to Success is Failure? New York Times, September 14 

Lessons 53 – 56: Review of semester, reflection, objectives, lesson planning, and preparing  for the test. 

Evaluation and course grade calculation:

· All students must meet the requirement of attendance at at least 80% of the sessions.

· 10% Students are expected to present, participate and hand in assignments throughout the course

· 10% Students keep a journal of observations and experiences in the classroom throughout the year, writing at least once a week. Work done in journals counts towards all “methodology related” courses.  

· 80% There is a test at the end of each semester (minimum passing grade 70). Students must pass the test in order to continue in the course.
Important 

Class begins on time. Students will not be admitted more than 10 minutes after the class is scheduled to begin. 

All homework assignments, journals and letters must be submitted on time. No credit will be given to work given in after the due date.

