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1. Rationale 
I must admit, I wasn’t a big baseball fan growing up. I didn’t really have a home team to root for: We lived in New Jersey, which doesn’t have its own pro team, and my Brooklyn-bred parents had long-since been abandoned by their beloved Dodgers. I played a little softball as a kid, but I kind of sucked. So it seems rather unlikely for me to choose baseball as the subject of my content-based unit. The truth is, I may not be a big sports nut, but I’m a huge language nerd. And I am absolutely fascinated by how baseball lingo has infiltrated the English language. The idiomatic expressions are plentiful, and roll off of our tongues effortlessly (and unbeknownst to many of us that they came from baseball): step up to the plate, dropped the ball, ballpark figure, throw you a curve ball, cover your bases, go to bat for, pitch an idea etc. etc. I can’t think of any other aspect of American culture that has had such a profound impact on our national lexicon.
I think a unit on baseball would work nicely for EFL students because it could be so much more than a language lesson. Baseball is as American as apple pie. According to philosopher Jacques Barzun, anyone seeking to understand the heart and mind of America should study the sport of baseball, which is considered by many to be the national pastime. A content-based unit on baseball can provide students with an up-close and personal glimpse of a culture they have little or no first-hand knowledge of.
I think a CBU on baseball would be perfect for the Zayin class I observe on Fridays. This group of boys and girls had to try out for and be accepted to a special sports program. They are all talented athletes who receive a lot of extra PE hours during the school day. But I spoke with them and their gym teacher and learned that they have never played baseball. It is reasonable to conclude that these kids would be intrinsically motivated to learn about baseball, and as a result improve their English, because they are all interested in sports.
Baseball met the three criteria I was seeking for my students: the kids have very little knowledge of it, it will allow me many options in terms of language functions and it’s fun. As I established, baseball is a subject that the students have no, or very little, prior schema for.  If there are Israelis that are fans of the game it is usually because they have one parent from the U.S., and there are virtually no Anglo kids where I student-teach in Hadera. 
Secondly, baseball lends itself nicely to various activities. There have been copious stories, poems, songs written about the game that we can look at and talk about. I could preteach the names of the positions and then have them listen for them as I tell a story. Using the same vocabulary, I can give them an informational essay that explains the rules of the game. They could practice speaking at the sentence level, by pretending they are the coach and having to say which pupils will be playing which positions. They could practice writing sentences using the present conditional, since this tense is often used to explain the rules of a game, i.e, if the batter hits the ball, she runs to first. Finally, the unit could culminate in dividing the class in two teams and taking them out to “play ball.” This would “hit home” all the prior lessons and help the students experience some of the magic of baseball. 














Central Questions
1. What are the positions on the baseball diamond?
2. How do you play the game?
TSWBAT
1. Students will be able to list and place at least 5 positions on the baseball field.
2. Students will be able to list 4 rules of the game.

	Activity
	ILO
	Skills
	English objectives

	Introduction with video clip; equipment and poster to teach vocabulary.
Tell story using vocabulary and kids have to tick off how many times I use words.
	1,2
	Schema, vocabulary, listening
	Listening for vocabulary in context; practicing vocabulary

	Reading comprehension about baseball plus game to help students remember the positions
	1,2
	Reading, vocabulary
	Practice reading for main ideas and supporting details; vocabulary in context

	Present conditional- 
Practice together 
	
	
	The form and function of the present conditional

	Worksheet. With partner, add verb for baseball rules, using present conditional. Go over it have them come to the poster and illustrate the rules.

	1,2
	Grammar
	Use of present conditional for facts

	Present progressive for action happening now 
	
	
	Form and function of present progressive

	Speaking activity: students work in pairs. One fills in field with names. Says “X is playing catcher.” Other must fill in field the same. They compare answers and switch.
	1
	Vocabulary, grammar, speaking
	Present progressive; speaking at sentence level; vocabulary practice.

	Game to practice rules and positions
	1,2
	Vocabulary
	










Content Outline
I.	History of Baseball
A.	Origins
1.	Legend of Abner Doubleday
2.	Rounders
3.	Alexander Cartwright and the New York Knickerbockers
B.	Professional Baseball
1.	Early days
2.	Dead ball era
3.	Live ball era
4.	Great Depression
5.	World War II
6.	Jackie Robinson
7.	Major League expansion|
8.	Free agency
9.	The steroid era
II.	Basic Rules of Baseball
A.	Brief overview
1.	General description
2.	Diamond and positions
3.	Equipment
4.	Visiting/home teams
B.	Game play
1.	Batter and pitcher
2.	Strikes/Balls
3.	Putting out the offensive players

C.	Basic terms

III.	Baseball’s Impact on American Culture
A.	How baseball became America’s pastime
1.	A.G. Spalding and Abner Doubleday
2.	America looking for unity

B.	Baseball’s influence on the calendar
C.	Baseball’s influence on language
D.	Baseball’s influence on art
E.	Superstars of the sport
1.	 Babe Ruth
2.	Jackie Robinson
IV.	Conclusion
Baseball: America’s Favorite Pastime
1. HISTORY:
     Most American children are reared on the legend that Abner Doubleday invented baseball. According to the story, Doubleday invented a game called town ball in Cooperstown, New York, in 1839. The story stems from a claim by a childhood friend that he was there when Doubleday conceived of the game. A tattered baseball, now enshrined in the Baseball Hall of Fame, was found among Doubleday’s belongings after his death—all the evidence needed to confirm the story. However, more recent investigation revealed that Doubleday was actually a cadet at West Point at the time he was purported to be in Cooperstown. Furthermore, none of his meticulously kept diaries once mentioned the word baseball (www.sportsknowhow.com).
     Turns out baseball in some form or another, has probably been around a whole lot longer than once thought, and was not “invented,” but simply evolved over the course of history from other stick and ball games. Some historians claim that baseball dates back to ancient Egypt, but there is a consensus that the English game of rounders is the likely forefather of the game. Rounders was imported to America by early settlers and was being played by the late 18th or early 19th century (http://www.livestrong.com).
     In the game of rounders, which itself came from cricket, runners were put out by getting the ball thrown at them. The game lacked an official set of rules--the number of players per side, the number of bases, the distance between the bases all varied depending on where you were playing. Furthermore, rounders was a game played by children (http://www.mrbaseball.com).
     Then, in 1845, a man by the name of Alexander Cartwright Jr, together with other members of the New York Knickerbocker Base Ball Club, took elements of earlier stick and ball games, added some of his own twists, devised rules and regulations, and modern-day baseball was born. Among Cartwright’s contributions: the “baseball diamond,” with measurements that are still in use today. He replaced throwing the ball at the runners, with tagging them out at the bases; he added the position of shortstop; and he decided on 9 players on a side and three outs per team, per inning. A simple children’s pick-up game was transformed into an adults’ game marked by precision, excitement and drama. The first official game was played on June 19, 1846 in Hoboken, New Jersey, with the New York Baseball Club clobbering the Knickerbockers, 23-1 (http://www.mrbaseball.com).
      By 1869, America’s first professional baseball team (Cincinnati Red Stockings) was formed. The Reds embarked on a 57-game national tour, winning every game. Following the Reds’ success, the National Association of Professional Baseball Players in 1871 founded the first professional league, encompassing nine teams from eight cities. The two major leagues emerged: the National League in 1876, and the American League in 1903. The champions of each league met up in 1903 for the first ever World Series (http://www.infoplease.com).
           The years of 1900 to 1919 are known as the dead-ball era in baseball. The name comes from the fact that the ball was “dead” because it was used until it became soft and started to unravel. It is much more difficult to hit an overused, soft ball than a new, harder one. This resulted in low-scoring games and few home runs. Players relied on other strategies for winning games, like stealing bases. Other factors attributed to the lack of runs: a new rule that changed foul balls to strikes, which helped the pitchers, and the hard-to-hit spitball. But by 1920 the dead-ball era was over; runs were up by 40% and there were four times as many home runs as in 1918. Some theories posited to explain the abrupt changes are the fact that balls were made to be bouncier and were replaced more often. In addition, spitballs were outlawed (http://en.wikipedia.org).
      The Live Ball Era started in 1920, when Babe Ruth broke the home run record, scoring 54 for the year. Babe Ruth’s power swing, which brought him so much success, began to be mimicked by other players in the league, and the focus of the game shifted away from the pitchers and toward the hitters. The live ball era continues until this very day (bleacherreport.com). 
     Between 1920 and World War II Babe Ruth wasn’t the only one to watch. Yankee teammates, Lou Gehrig and Joe DiMaggio; batting champion Ty Cobb; outstanding pitchers Lefty Grove, Dizzy Dean, and Walter Johnson; Yankee center fielder Joe DiMaggio; and power hitters Hank Greenberg and Jimmie Foxx,  were all superstar players in their own right (http://www.infoplease.com).
     During the early 1900s baseball’s popularity was on the rise and the sport began making huge amounts of money. Attendance was skyrocketing, the players were much more talented and their salaries reflected that fact. However, the stock market crash of 1929 threatened the bottom line and the league needed to come up with strategies for increasing revenue. Until then, games could not be played on Sundays, because of “blue laws” prohibiting commercialized entertainment (such us sports) on Sundays (due to religious reasons). This meant blue-collar workers had no opportunity to attend games. But gradually, to make up for lost tax revenue, major U.S. cities began passing bills allowing Sunday play (Wilson, 1994).  Now blue collar and white collar fans could attend games together, united by their mutual love affair with baseball. The sport’s ability to unite a nation during one of its darkest hours helped it to earn the nickname of “America’s favorite pastime.”
     The next significant change came in 1935, when Major League Baseball introduced night games. Twenty-five thousand fans attended the Reds’ game at Crosley Field, in Cincinnati, when then-President Franklin Delano Roosevelt dramatically flipped on the lights from Washington, D.C. and ushered in a new era in baseball. The Reds, eager to exploit this new revenue stream played eight night games that season, and, despite a pitiable record (68-85), saw attendance increase 117%. Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, team owners throughout the leagues, eager to increase their bottom lines as well, took the Reds lead and equipped their stadiums with lights. Since that time pro baseball has been mainly an evening event (http://www.history.com).
     The U.S.’s entrance to World War II impacted baseball, as many Major League players, like record holders Joe DiMaggio and Ted Williams, joined the armed forces  (http://en.wikipedia.org). During this era  pro baseball, though struggling, continued, and, in addition, the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League, which inspired Penny Marshall’s 1992 film A League of Their Own, was founded.
     Thanks to the African-Americans’ contribution to WWII, baseball’s new commissioner, Happy Chandler, floated the idea that it was time to put an end to the  Major League’s racial barrier. “If [African-Americans] can fight and die on Okinawa, Guadalcanal (and) in the South Pacific, they can play ball in America,” Chandler declared (http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com). 
     Clearly the first black to play in Major League Baseball would need to be not only an exceptional ball player but also prepared to endure the onslaught of insults and hate that would inevitably be hurled his way by some fans and players. Jackie Robinson fit the bill, and, in 1947, he made history by joining the Brooklyn Dodgers. And he proved his worthiness his very first year, winning National League Rookie of the Year helping the Dodgers reach the World Series (his first of six). In 1949 he was the league’s most valuable player and in 1962 was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame. Robinson handled adversity with grace and courage, and, in doing so, not only changed the face of the baseball, but became an inspiring force in America’s Civil Rights movement as well (http://www.history.com). Robinson was followed by other great African-American players, such as Willie Mays and Hank Aaron, and by the mid-1950’s the MLB had more African-American players than the Negro Leagues had during its heyday 10 years before (http://www.infoplease.com).
     Baseball’s next major era was defined by the expansion of the Major League. Until the early 1950’s, there were 16 teams in 10 cities, the westernmost city being St. Louis. Following New York’s loss of its beloved Brooklyn Dodgers and New York Giants for the sunnier skies of California, owners were pressured into ultimately adding 14 teams. As a result, by the 1960s, baseball attendance saw a whopping 44% increase (Dodd, 2011). In addition, due to the growing popularity of television, baseball was reaching more fans than it ever had (http://baseballsgreatesthitters.com).
However, by the 1970s, baseball, rejected by the anti-establishment movement, saw its popularity wane. The National Football League’s popularity also hurt the game, as did controversies over recent changes, such as the use of artificial turf, indoor stadiums and the designated hitter rule, that allowed another player to bat for the pitcher (http://www.infoplease.com).
     The 1970s was also marked by the end of the reserve clause, which was part of every player’s contract, legally binding him to one team, unless the said team traded or released him, or he retired. Essentially it was indentured servitude (Lowitt, 1999). After an arbitrator declared several players “free agents,” owners were forced to allow freer movement of players among bidding teams. Players’ bargaining positions, salaries and pensions improved through the 1980s. Players earned millions of dollars a year and bidding wars became commonplace. However, there was tense relations between owners and players resulting in strikes; the third and worst, in 1994, cancelled the 1994 season, including the World Series (http://www.infoplease.com).
     The final phase, which, sadly, baseball finds itself still mired in today, is the steroid era, which began more than a decade ago. The league-wide scandal, involving anabolic steroids, or performance enhancing drugs, tainted America’s pastime and has called into question the achievements (and world’s records) of some of the game’s biggest stars: Sammy Sosa, Mark McGuire and Barry Bonds, to name a few. Amazingly, it wasn’t until 2003 that the MLB began drug testing for steroids, a good 10 years after the Olympic Games began doing so. And it was not until 2005 that players began to be punished for failing their drug test. Furthermore, as recently as June 2013, a new scandal emerged, with 20 players facing suspension due to their involvement with a Florida lab that was dealing out prescriptions for steroids to Alex Rodrigues, Ryan Braun and other Major League players. 
     Dr. Charles Yesalis, a retired professor of health policy at Penn State University and longtime expert on steroids, remains pessimistic about an end to the crisis: “People have asked me for decades what can be done, and the answer is nothing. Financial incentives for great performance, gaps in testing and easy availability of drugs combine to make the problem intractable” (Walker, 2012).

2. Basic Rules of Baseball:
     For this section I have used the websites http://www.kids-sports-activities.com and http://www.pbs.org, which provide the need-to-know rules of the game. There are myriad additional rules, nuances and intricacies, but I will be focusing on the basics, the ones you’ll need to know if you want to pick up a bat and ball and simply start playing. 
     First of all baseball is a sport played by two teams, each consisting of nine players. The object of the game is to score the most runs; a run is scored when a batter makes a complete circuit around the bases. The game is divided into 9 innings. During each inning, one team plays in the field and one team bats. When 3 outs are made, the teams switch.
     The playing field is known as the baseball diamond because the bases and home plate form  a diamond shape. The diamond includes the infield (the pitcher’s mound; 1st base, 2nd base, 3rd base, short stop and home plate); and the outfield (left field, center field and right field).
     To play the game you need a bat, a baseball and a glove, or mitt. It’s worth noting that when baseball is played in parks or on the street, among children, often a softer ball, like a tennis ball is used, and therefore the fielders do not need gloves.
     In league play there is the home team and a visiting team. The visiting team bats first, which means it is playing offense. The home team is in the field first, playing defense. The home team has what is known as “home field advantage,” because besides the fact that they are used to playing on this field and the fans are rooting for them, they also get to bat last. 
     The game begins as the fielders take their positions in one of the 9 fielding positions (pitcher, catcher, 1st base, 2nd base, 3rd base, short stop, left field, right field, center field) and the batter approaches home plate. The first batter steps into the batter’s box and prepares to hit the pitch, thrown by the pitcher.
     The batter stands in the batter’s box, a square that is drawn in the dirt around home plate. Some batters hit from the left side of home plate, some from the right, but all must be inside of the box. The batter tries to hit the pitch (which can be up to 100 mph and is considered one of the hardest feats in professional sports), and ultimately make his way around the bases, scoring a run for his team. The batter continues to attempt to receive pitches until one of three scenarios occurs: he hits the ball into fair territory, he gets 3 strikes, or he gets pitched 4 balls.
     The umpire, or field judge, who stands behind the catcher, calls a strike when: the pitcher throws the ball in the strike zone (between the batters knees and his shoulders) and the batter doesn’t swing; the batter swings and misses the ball; or the batter hits the ball but it’s not in fair territory (a foul), and he has less than two strikes against him. A batter cannot strike out (3 strikes are recorded against him) on a foul ball; after two strikes a batter can keep hitting fouls endlessly. If the batter gets three strikes, he is out and the next batter in the line-up approaches the plate.
     The umpire will declare a pitch a “ball” if it is outside the strike zone and the batter does not swing. If a pitcher throws 4 balls to the same batter, the batter gets a free pass to 1st base. This is called a walk. If, however, the pitcher lands a ball outside of the strike zone but the batter swings and misses, it is a strike. If the pitcher hits the batter with the ball at any time, it is an automatic walk.
     The batter becomes a runner if he is walked by the pitcher or he hits the ball inside of fair territory. He runs to first base and can continue on to the other bases if he feels he can get there without being tagged out.
     There are several ways the defensive team can put out the batter. First, as mentioned, the pitcher can strike out the batter. Second, the batter is out if he hits the ball into fair or foul territory and it is caught (without having hit the ground) by the defense. If a ball is hit and bounces on the ground and a defensive player throws the ball to 1st base before the batter arrives there, the batter is out. An offensive player who is already running the bases can be put out in two ways: if he is tagged by a fielder with the ball when he is off base, or if a fielder with the ball tags the base before the forced runner get there. (A forced base runner must advance to the next base because there is another base runner advancing behind him.) 
      In order to play baseball or be a spectator one must understand the following basic terms used to describe the game: double or triple play, force play, tagging up and stealing bases. A double or triple play occurs when two, or three players, respectively, are put out during the same play. A force play, which I discussed briefly previously, is when a base runner is forced to advance to the next base because he has another base runner advancing to the base he is on. For example, if a batter hits the ball and runs to 1st base, the offensive player who was already standing on first, is “forced” to move on to second base. In a force play the runner can be put out in two ways: first, if he is tagged by a fielder holding the ball before he gets to the next base or if the ball is thrown to the base and the fielder tags the base before the runner gets there. Tagging up refers to a situation in which the ball is caught by a defensive player and the base runner leaves his base before thenball lands in that player’s glove. The base runner must run back to the base and “tag” it before he can advance to the next base. If the ball is thrown to the base before he is able to tag up, he is out. Lastly, stealing bases refers to a play in which a runner runs to the next base, even though the ball has not been hit. This commonly occurs when the pitcher is on the mound with the ball, before he pitches it. If the pitcher notices this is happening, he can throw the ball to the base the runner is closest to, and he can be tagged out.

3. Baseball’s Impact on American Culture:
    “Anyone seeking to understand the heart and mind of America should study baseball, which is considered by many to be the national pastime.” 
--philosopher Jacques Barzun 
     Although basketball and football are sports that have decidedly American origins, baseball has always been, and remains today, “America’s game.” One reason can be traced back to the mid-1800’s when America was seeking its own national sport, much in the same way that England had cricket and Germany was known for its gymnastic clubs. When, in 1907, A.G. Spalding, a sporting-goods entrepreneur and former baseball player himself, declared baseball a completely American invention, that had nothing to do with the English children’s game of rounders (this based on shoddy research), America had found its game. According to the myth, that held sway for decades, baseball was the brainchild of Abner Doubleday, who developed the game in Cooperstown, New York, in 1839 (http://www.britannica.com).
    Unlike its European counterparts, America had no monarchy or aristocracy to captivate and unify its masses. Its citizens were of a multitude of ethnic backgrounds, with no shared history or culture. In the words of British novelist Virginia Woolf, baseball became “a centre, a meeting place for the diverse activities of a people whom a vast continent isolates and whom no tradition controls” (Radar, 2008). Indeed, it was the founding of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum that helped bring the country together and lift its collective psyche during the excruciating Depression of the 1930s. The “pilgrimage” made by millions to the site in the small upstate New York town of Cooperstown, became a quasi-religious rite of passage, the country’s very own Mecca (http://www.britannica.com).
     Baseball’s influence extended to the American calendar, which became closely associated with the sport’s important events. The arrival of spring became synonymous with the beginning of basic training. Regular season games meant it was summer, and the onset of autumn was marked by the World Series. The World Series, which began in 1903, was played by the first place teams of the American League and National League to determine that year’s champions. It quickly rivaled Christmas and the Fourth of July as the year’s most important annual tradition (http://www.britannica.com).
     One needs only to eavesdrop on a conversation among Americans, especially one regarding competitive arenas such as politics or business, to understand how the game of baseball has infiltrated the national lexicon. The number of idiomatic expressions derived from baseball is astounding. To name a few: batting 1,000 (to get everything right), knock it out of the park (to do something well), step up to the plate (to rise to the occasion), cover your bases (to prepare for every contingency), off base (misguided or mistaken) and pinch hit (to act as a substitute or stand-in for someone when in a “pinch”). One cannot expect to become truly fluent in American English, which is increasingly important in today’s global economy, without at least a familiarity of baseball idioms (http://en.wikipedia.org).
     In addition to its influence language, baseball has also had a profound impact on American art. In the early part of the 20th century the nation’s beloved painter and illustrator Norman Rockwell often depicted the game for the covers of the Saturday Evening Post. “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” is still one the first songs belted out by budding sports fans and Casey at the Bat remains required reading for American school children learning about poetry. And, of course, Hollywood’s love affair with baseball is well known; year after year brings a new crop of films featuring the game: Pride of the Yankees, Bull Durham, The Natural, A Field of Dreams, The Bad News Bears franchise, Eight Men Out, Money Ball, The Sandlot, The Rookie and the list goes on and on (http://www.britannica.com).
     Baseball’s biggest icons have had a huge impact on American society. In the 1920s Babe Ruth was revered like a god by the American public. He was not only the best player of his time, but he was also a great guy: funny, warm, loving and devoted to his fans. What made Ruth such a compelling figure was his fairy-tale life story. Ruth was born to German immigrants in a down-and-out area of Baltimore. He was a dirt-poor, ugly, uneducated juvenile delinquent who was shipped off to a Dickensian orphanage, never to see his family again. But his amazing talent and an outsize personality helped him to conquer his humble beginnings to become baseball’s best and most-loved player. He embodied the American dream of egalitarianism and upward mobility and gave hope to the people that they too could overcome adversity and find success (Ghosh, 2012).
    When Jackie Robinson, in 1947, became the first African-American player to join a Major League team, he all but changed the course of American history. This momentous event has been credited with ushering in the civil rights movement of the 1950s and ‘60s, leading to the de-segregation of schools in 1954, and later to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex or national origin (history.com).
4. Conclusion:  
     Despite the endurance of the appealing legend of Abner Doubleday, evidence points to the fact that baseball evolved from an English children’s stick and ball game known as rounders. Alexander Cartwright devised a set of rules and regulations, giving birth to modern-day baseball in 1846, when the first official game was played. Professional baseball followed soon after in 1896, and the league has undergone myriad changes over the decades, responding to the forces of history to remain relevant as well as profitable. Although the recent steroids era has tarnished the game’s squeaky clean American-as-apple-pie image, baseball’s influence on the country’s culture has been unrivaled and profound. No other sport or mode of entertainment has united the nation or impacted its calendar, lexicon or art scene like America’s favorite pastime.
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ILO Evaluation, Pre-Test

Based on my Baseball pre-quiz, taken by 34 students, it is obvious that my students had little prior knowledge of the game of baseball. Honestly, I was a surprised by this. I didn’t want them to know the game inside and out of course, because then my unit would have been of little use to them. But because this class is part of a special sports track in their school, I thought they would have had some exposure to the game. When I asked the students to list 5 positions of the baseball field a whopping 19 couldn’t list any. Among the students who could list a few positions, most knew that there was a position called pitcher and catcher, but they couldn’t name them in English, and instead wrote, זורק  and  תופס. Many students listed batter  חובט as a position, but I didn’t accept this because I clearly said “positions on the field.” Only one of my students was able to name four positions and none were able to name five. 


The second question on my prequiz asked the students to list four rules of baseball. This section was a bit harder to analyze because of the range of responses I got. Is “you run” or “catch the ball” actually a rule? These kind of answers seemed to me to be more of a general description of the game rather than a rule, but I decided to be fairly lenient. Common responses I received: you run around bases, you hit the ball with a bat and there are two teams. The results of the second question closely mirrored the first. Interestingly, exactly half couldn’t list any rules.  The other half could list between one and four, most of them able to give me only one rule. Also worth noting is that almost no students were able to give me their answers in English. Certainly, I’d hoped by the time the unit was over they could give me their responses, at least part of them, in English. Clearly this group had a lot to gain by participating in a CBU on baseball and I was determined to achieve my ILO’s and even nurture a love of the game.





ILO Evaluation, Post-test











     The graphs on page 25 illustrate the results I received after administering the same quiz I gave the students before I began the unit, upon the unit’s completion. While I had 34 students take the pre-quiz, only 28 were present to take the post-quiz. The post-quiz was administered several days after the unit had ended, as the teacher needed the last 10 minutes of both double periods during which I taught, to give the students a dictation (really?!). For this reason I was reluctant to take any more time away from my lessons, and asked her if she could give it to them the next time she saw them. Admittedly, this could have skewed results, but it seemed the lesser of two evils.
     After graphing the results of the post-test it seemed clear that putting the results side-by-side in order to analyze the data would be most helpful (see page 26). When looking at the results, however, one must keep in mind that there were 6 more participants taking the pre-quiz than the post-quiz.  I was very pleased with my students’ improvement on the first question: List 5 positions on the field. The students who listed 0 positions dropped from 11 to 3, and the students who listed 4 positions jumped from 1 to 8. Before the unit no students could give me 5 positions, but by its end, 5 could give me all 5. I think the results may have been even more dramatic had I not had less students take the second quiz. Of course, it remains disconcerting that there were some students who still couldn’t name any positions on the field. Perhaps the reason for that is that the weaker ones had trouble with the reading comprehension and seemed to check out during that lesson (see Reflections, lesson 1 &2). Also, the speaking lesson, which reviewed the positions, was bogged down by a misguided objective and complicated directions (see Reflections, lesson 3 &4).
     My results on the second question (List 4 rules of the game), however, were more disappointing. Before the lesson, 17 students couldn’t list any rules of the game. Unfortunately that number only dropped by 6, to 11. Students who gave me one rule rose by 5, from 3 to 8. The number of students who gave 2 rules was virtually unchanged, at 6 before the unit and 5 after. Perhaps most heartening was that the students who could give me 3 rules rose from only 1 up to 6. Three students were able to give me 4 rules at the end of the unit, but, then again, 2 gave me 4 rules before I started. Clearly those activities I did in order to meet my second ILO fell short, as my Reflections section will attest to. My reading comprehension was too difficult for the weak pupils, the game was played too early in the unit and the present conditional activity was rushed at the end. There also should have been at least one more activity that would have allowed the students to consolidate and review all the rules we had learned, , such as a question game played using baseball’s rules, or the actual game of baseball.
     Another possible explanation for ILO #2 coming up short, besides the obvious one of me not doing my job, is that filling out the second question on the quiz simply required more work on the students’ part. Twenty of the 28 students were able to provide 4 and 5 positions post-unit, an overwhelming majority writing their answers in English. For the rules question, on the other hand, almost everyone wrote their answers in Hebrew and almost 40% of respondents left the rules section totally blank. This leads me to believe that it was just too much work for them to bother to figure out how to express their thoughts in Hebrew, let alone English. And as I said earlier, I was not there to monitor the post-quiz so I’m not sure how much time she allotted for it or if the students seemed to be putting in the effort required to achieve the most reliable results.

Reflections
1st and 2nd period:
     Many of the kids seemed into the subject of baseball, though not all, which was a little surprising given that this is a “sports” class. The opening video clip, which featured popular music and amazing plays, was a hit. The kids were riveted by it. 
Next was vocabulary lesson. First I taught them the positions on the field and wrote them on the board. Then I used a big poster illustrating where the positions on the field are and how the players move around the diamond. Then I asked them to listen for the positions as I told a cute story about my misadventures in little league when I was a kid. I wanted them to write the positions in their notebook and then tick off the words as I said them, but it had taken a long time to get the class situated in a special room to view the video (it was in another building on the other side of the campus) and I knew it would take them a while to copy all the positions. So for the sake of time, at the last minute I changed the lesson plan, telling the students to raise their hands when they heard one of the positions. The activity still had high volume of practice but we could start immediately. It went very well. I enjoyed telling the story and the kids seemed engaged. Participation was good.
     The reading text was the right level for most of them. I had them read it in chunks silently and asked them questions as we went through it, as we were taught to do in methodology. In a conversation after class, the teacher told me that I should have also read it out loud to them as it would have been easier for some of the weaker students. Plus it’s what they are used to. I could have done that easily enough, but, of course, we have been taught not to read to our students because it results in low volume and encourages students not to read for themselves. Even though I know I did the right thing methodology-wise, I felt bad for those students who I had lost because they couldn’t keep up. While I got good participation from about half the class, there were a bunch of kids who just seemed to check out on me. 
     My final activity, which I did with them at the end of class was a game in which I divided the class into two teams and asked them questions about the positions and rules we had learned. Each right answer won the team whatever was written on the question strip (single, double, homerun, etc.). If they answered incorrectly their team got an “out.” We played for about 10 minutes, moving the pieces around the poster, but the game got cut short for a dictation the teacher wanted to give. The students liked the game, but again, not everyone participated the way I had hoped. Perhaps the questions were too difficult or they were simply not used to so much English.
     I think the listening activity, which was part of the vocabulary lesson, the reading comprehension and the game helped me meet my two ILOs, without being too overwhelming. At the same time, I was able to teach the students about main idea and supporting details through the text. 
     I struggled with getting the whole class engaged in the lesson. One problem was that the room was huge (we were in a science lab) and the students in the back couldn’t see my poster, which I referred to a lot to talk about the positions. It was big, but not big enough. When my cooperating teacher brought some of the kids from the back, who were talking amongst themselves, to the front they became much more involved, probably because they could now see. 

Revised Journal of 1st and 2nd lessons
Looking back at this journal I can see many ways I could have done things differently and better. First of all, I would have saved a lot of time and energy but simply telling the kids where to sit in that huge lab as we first walked in. They would have seen and heard the lessons better, and I would have had less chatter and more participation. 
     I think the vocabulary lesson went well. They enjoyed the visuals of the poster and the way the players could move around the field. The listening activity, which I changed up at the last minute, could have been improved if I simply gave them a list of the vocabulary words on a worksheet, and they had to tick them off as I heard them. I did this in a lesson a few weeks later for a different class, and it went well.
     The reading comprehension seemed too hard for some of my students. I believe the way that we have been taught is correct (not to read to them) but it is absolutely the opposite of what I’ve seen in every school I’ve walked into. One basic issue is the weaker students; they have the “hakala” to get read to anyway. So by not reading, those children are not receiving the help that their evaluation has provided for them. Currently, I find myself teaching very low-level high school students and I remain at a loss for the best approach. If I read to them, their own reading skills will probably not improve. But if we don’t they are not receiving the hakalot they are entitled to. 
     The game was fun, but perhaps it was too soon to start playing. They had just learned the positions and some of the rules and I believe could have used more time to let it all soak in. I think it would have been more fun and the students would have been better served if the game was played at the end of all four lessons as a way to review and consolidate the entire unit. 
     Clearly as I ruminate over what went right and what didn’t it seems obvious to me that four lessons was not enough. Stretching out what we did over five or six would have resulted in a less rushed atmosphere,  a better absorption of the material, and, consequently, my ILOs would have been more successfully met.

3rd and 4th period:
My rapport with the class had greatly improved, I believe just by virtue of the fact that they had gotten to know me a little better and were getting used to my style. This felt good. We started with a review of what we had learned previously, and even though it had been over a week since our lesson (there was a last minute citywide test scheduled for the time I was supposed to give the last two lessons), many of them remembered the positions of the field and the rules we’d gone over. 
     Our next activity was a speaking activity, in which students worked in pairs, one as the “coach” one as the “assistant coach.” The coach wrote the names of students, which I provided on a blank diagram of the baseball diamond. The positions weren’t labeled. The coach had to use the present progressive to tell the assistant where everyone would be playing: i.e., Tracy is playing short stop; Maya is playing pitcher. Then the assistant would fill in his baseball diamond accordingly.
     I actually brought up a student and we did a demonstration first; I was the coach she was the assistant. The students seemed to get what I wanted them to do. I also gave the instructions in Hebrew to make it easier for the weak students. Even though I imagined it to be a pretty simple activity, they had a hard time figuring out what to do. I had to do a lot of explaining as I walked around, but once they got it, it went pretty well. There was a lot of noise in the class but it was good noise I think.
     The second period was quite rushed. The teacher wanted to give the kids a quiz at the end of class. I taught them about the present conditional so we could learn the last 7 rules I wanted them to know: i.e., if the batter hits the ball, he drops the bat and runs to first. After teaching them the rule, I had them write; first they just needed to write an end to the sentence, using the appropriate form of the present conditional,  then they needed to write two of their own sentences.  We were quickly running out of time so we had to do the worksheet together. They had no problems putting the verbs in the present simple. But when we finished with the seven rules, which I demonstrated using my poster (and a little pantomime), they had a lot of questions, which, actually I was thrilled about. It meant they wanted to know more, they wanted to clarify things that they didn’t quite get, they wanted to really understand how to play baseball! Unfortunately, the lesson got cut short by the quiz, but I was very happy that the students cared about what I was teaching them. We will try to schedule a game to play because they really want to. And I do too!
Revised Journal of Lesson 3 & 4
Looking back on these lessons, I so wish I had more time! The atmosphere was rushed, and that was my fault. I felt stressed because I couldn’t imagine getting through all I had planned to do.  
     I thought the speaking activity would be a big hit. It seemed a fun way to practice the positions and I thought the present progressive as well. But now it is obvious that my objectives were off. Of course, they were not practicing the present progressive, because I had given them the sentence and they just had to fill in the names and the positions. So the time I spent reviewing the present progressive was a waste. The objective simply should have been SWBAT list 5 positions on the baseball field. And I believe this was achieved. Once they understood what to do, it seemed like a great review/test for them of the names of the positions and where they were on the field.
     Still the instructions were really hard for them. The Hebrew didn’t seem to help things, nor did modeling the activity for them before we began. I need to work on how to simplify and streamline my instructions so all levels of students can understand. Perhaps it was also the whole business with the present progressive that made the activity to unwieldy. If I did this exercise again I would definitely eliminate that part of it, to simplify things. A follow-up speaking activity could incorporate the present progressive if they’ve learned it and of course they would have to come up with the sentences and not just fill in the blanks (i.e., Inbal is batting right now. Jackie is catching a fly ball. Haim is playing catcher. Joe is pitching, etc.).
     Next was the present conditional activities. What I find interesting is that class really seemed to enjoy writing the sentences. And they weren’t even about baseball! And I think I figured out why. The sentences using the present conditional were about them: If I go to a friend’s house for dinner, I take _____________; If I have a day off from school I ______________________. Finally, after hearing about baseball all this time they could talk about something that they could really relate to: themselves! We’ve learned in methodology that personalizing an activity helps to engage the students and this instance really illustrates this. I thought this activity would kind of be a bore for them. More of a means to an end, which also would provide a little writing practice. But by making it about them, they got learned something and enjoyed themselves too.
     The worksheet, as I said earlier, was rushed. I wanted them to do it on their own but we simply didn’t have time. I needed them to know those important rules of baseball before my time ran out. They worked nicely on it and we got through it. More importantly, it seemed to really spark their interest and make them want to know just how the game is really played . Because as soon as we finished, the hands started shooting up with all kinds of questions, clarifications, etc. I was happy to comply with the answers but I only had a few minutes to do so. I know we are supposed to leave them wanting more, but my second ILO, of having them be able to name 4 rules was compromised by the fact that this important activity was so rushed. 
     
Additional Thoughts:
If I had to do this unit over again, I would give more time to the final activity. I feel that it being rushed had a direct and negative impact on the students’ ability to consolidate their learning of the rules of the game. I would play the game that I played with them in the second lesson, reviewing the rules and positions, only at the conclusion of the unit. The game would not only be more fun when the students know more about baseball, it will also be more effective at helping them review what they know and move it into long term storage. I would wrap things up by getting outside with the students and playing baseball, as I had originally planned to do. It was a shame that time and the jam-packed end of the year schedule didn’t allow for this, as I think it would have helped iron out and clarify the rules they need to know, plus chances are they would never forget seeing their middle age English teacher running the bases with them. These improvements, I believe, would add fun to the unit and help me achieve my learning objectives (especially #2) much more effectively.
     I would also like to mention that I was disappointed not to have been able to incorporate the aspects of the unit that most attracted me in the first place. I would have loved to teach my students the copious idioms that have engrained in our language or to read with them Casey at the Bat. Unfortunately, due to time constraints, the level of the class and writing achievable ILO’s, these lessons wouldn’t have worked. I hope in the future to have the opportunity to revise the CBU for higher level English language learners and expand the number of lessons to accommodate more literature and a real live game.







Student Feedback 
This was the feedback sheet which my students filled out after the lessons were over. I got 35 responses, which, interestingly is more than I got on the pre-and post-quizzes. They were given two copies, one asking them how much they LEARNED from the activities, one how much they ENJOYED them.  One being the lowest score, and 5 the highest.

	Activitiy
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Story about me playing baseball, where you listened for the positions on the baseball field.
	
	
	
	
	

	Reading comprehension Baseball Basics.
	
	
	
	
	

	Baseball game to see how many positions/rules students remembered.
	
	
	
	
	

	Speaking activity: “Coach” used present progressive to tell “assistant” where everyone was playing. Assistant had to write the names in the right positions.
	
	
	
	
	

	Practice writing present conditional sentences (for example: If I don’t have to go to school, I _______.
	
	
	
	
	

	Worksheet: Fill in the appropriate form of the verbs in the present conditional in order to learn the rules of baseball.
	
	
	
	
	



  


Results for how much the learned vs. how much they enjoyed

How much they learned from the activities:
Story about me playing baseball, where you listened for the positions on the baseball field:
Average Score: 3.7
Mode: 5


This activity scored just a bit higher than average. I enjoyed doing this kind of activity and I’m surprised that they didn’t feel they learned more, since it went over the vocabulary words that we had just learned and (cleverly!) incorporated them into a cute story. Perhaps the students simply didn’t have enough mastery of the language to comprehend an entire story in English, so even though they heard the words  they were listening for, they didn’t feel they learned that much.

Reading comprehension Baseball Basics:
Average Score: 3.7
Mode: 4 and 5 (both occurred 11 times)

Weirdly, these results are almost identical the previous activity’s. I would have guessed that the reading might have inspired more learning because it was more packed with the information I was trying to teach, but perhaps the fact that it seemed difficult for some of the students, lowered the score.

Baseball game to see how many positions/rules students remembered:
Average Score: 4
Mode: 4 and 5 (both occurred 11 times)

This time the mode is the same as the previous activity’s. Perhaps the similar results are simply a reflection of the fact that responses could only range between 1-5, and that most activities were similarly somewhat successful, but also marred by certain flaws. The average score is good, considering it was a game designed to review and consolidate the information they knew. I think this game would have been even more effective had it been played at the conclusion of the unit.

Speaking activity
Average Score: 4.1
Mode: 5

I am happy they feel they learned a lot from the speaking activity. It practiced the positions and this was the more successful of my two ILO’s. The mode of 5 was great, but the average was brought down by six 3’s. So apparently there were a significant number who felt learning was just average. Perhaps this was due to my misguided objective and the complicated directions.

Writing sentences in the present conditional
Average Score: 4.1
Mode: 5 (19 of them!) 

The average is very good, but more impressive is the mode. 19 out of 35 students, or 54%, gave this activity the highest score. It seems as though the personalization of the sentences is what saved it from being simply an ends to a means and had them engage and thus learn. 

Present conditional worksheet
Average score: 3.7
Mode:  5

I think more interesting than the average and the mode here is that fact they I got the highest number of ones and twos for this activity. The mode of 5 brought me back up to a decent average but there were quite a few students who felt learning was low for this activity. And as I reflected upon previously, I attribute this to the rushed nature of that last lesson. I felt like I was cramming these last (important!) rules into their brains in the last 5-10 minutes, and that is no way to foster long term learning.





How much they enjoyed the activities:
Story about me playing baseball, where you listened for the positions on the baseball field:
Average Score: 4 
Mode: 5


Now I will begin to look at how this category--how much the students enjoyed the activity-- stacks up against how much they learned. In general, if you look at the graph on page 34, you see that the students enjoyed the activities more than they learned. Hmm. What does this tell me? Perhaps it is the nature of the subject. After all, I picked baseball because sports are intrinsically fun and inspire a competitive spirit. So perhaps the kids were destined to enjoy the lessons but in terms of learning, that was all up to me. And as I pointed it there were flaws in my activities that inhibited learning. I am happy I got a 4 on this listening activity for enjoyment, because I too enjoyed sharing with them this story of my quirky little league years.

Reading comprehension Baseball Basics:
Average Score: 3.8
Mode: 5

They enjoyed the reading almost exactly as much as they felt they learned from it (3.7 vs. 3.8) I think this just shows us teachers that our students don’t always balk (baseball idiom alert!) at hard work and using their brains. Even though this reading passage was difficult for the weaker pupils, it still managed to score rather high. As a teacher of bagrut-age students, it is comforting to know that students somewhat enjoy reading comprehension texts, as we are forced to spend countless class hours working on them.

Baseball game to see how many positions/rules students remembered:
Average Score: 4.3
Mode: 5

I suppose it is not surprising that a game garnered the highest average enjoyment score of 4.3. Perhaps worth noting here is why it didn’t do better. And I believe it was the timing. This game should have been played at the end of the unit. That way the students would have had a larger arsenal of knowledge and could have really got into the competitive nature of the activity. It was simply too soon.

Speaking activity
Average Score: 4.3
Mode: 5 (22 of them)

Along with the game, this activity earned the highest points for enjoyment.  22 of the 35 students (63%) gave it a 5. A  bunch of 3’s and 2’s dragged down the average a bit , and once again, I attribute this to the fact that it was difficult for them to get their heads around what I wanted them to do and I made things murky with my English objective of the present progressive. But  for a majority of the children, once they figured out the instructions, they enjoyed the lesson. And consequently they learned. I feel that this activity consolidated their knowledge of the positions on the baseball field, and is directly responsible for helping me successfully achieve my first ILO. But this is a good place to note that I did not receive an average of 5 for any of my activities, and this of course is my goal. I need to strive to eliminate the flaws of my activities in order to maximize their potential for learning and enjoyment.

Writing sentences in the present conditional
Average Score: 3.9
Mode: 4

They enjoyed this slightly less than they learned from it, but I am still a bit surprised that the writing exercise scored so well here. It has taught me to personalize activities wherever possible in order to engage my students more fully. Everyone likes to talk about themselves, not teachers!, and personalization often sparks just enough interest to help cement what we are trying to teach into our students’ long-term memory.

Present conditional worksheet
Average score: 4.1
Mode:  5

I am glad to see that they enjoyed this worksheet, even though we had to rush through it. I noticed right away that it helped bring them closer to understanding just how the game was played and it succeeded in getting them excited that they were that much closer to being ready to get outside and play. This is the sports class after all!















Appendix of Activities
Go over some basic vocabulary using the poster I made
Baseball Diamond			Batter			
Bases (1st, 2nd, 3rd)			Catcher
Infield								
Outfield					Runs
Home Plate				Outs		
Short Stop				
Have them tick off how many times I say each word.
Listening activity using the vocabulary. Elicit the words from them.
When I was about 10 years old, I played on a girls’ baseball team. We were called the Sonics. I’ll start off my story by saying while I was a great soccer player I was never very good at baseball. I probably tried every position on the baseball diamond. All the girls on my team wanted to play in the infield: First base, Second base, Third Base, Short Stop. It was my first year, so I didn’t have a chance of getting one of the bases. My coach tried me at pitcher. Being a pitcher is a lot of pressure. The whole game depends on the pitcher. I didn’t want the stress. Plus I was terrible. I tried playing catcher for a few games. But the catcher has to wear a lot of equipment so it’s hot and uncomfortable and it’s hard to see with the mask. Eventually I tried the outfield: I was okay at that. The good news was not many of the batters in our league could hit the ball all the way out to the outfield. So you could kind of relax and take it easy. But if the ball does come to you the outfield you need to have a really strong arm because you have to throw the ball to the infield to try to get the runner out. There were some girls who could throw all the way to home plate. But not me. I threw like a girl. I wasn’t so good as a Batter either. In my short career in baseball I never hit the ball into the outfield. I usually hit it the infield and got out at first base. I never got very good at the game but I always had fun watching those that are!












Baseball Basics
Baseball is a game of 18 players, 9 on each team. To play you need a bat, which is usually made of wood or metal, and a hard ball.  The game is divided into 9 innings. During each inning, one team plays in the field and one team bats. When 3 outs are made, the teams switch. 
Baseball is played on a diamond (see diagram, right), with an infield (the brown part) and an outfield (the green part). 
In the infield there is home plate (inside the square near the word “Catcher” ), and on the corners of the diamond are the 3 bases (1st, 2nd, 3rd).[image: http://iml.jou.ufl.edu/projects/Spring09/harris_j/softball_field2.gif] The short stop stands between second base and third base. Also in the infield is the pitcher. The pitcher stands on a small hill between first base and third base. The pitcher throws the ball towards the batter, who tries to hit it.  The catcher squats behind the batter and home plate, and receives the ball from the pitcher.  
The outfield is the part of the baseball field beyond the diamond. The positions in the outfield are right fielder, left fielder, center fielder. An outfielder’s job is to catch fly balls before they hit the ground. If the outfielder manages to do this, the batter is out. Outfielders must also quickly catch and throw to the infield any balls that enter the outfield on a bounce. 
The team that scores the most runs, or points, by running around all the bases and reaching home plate wins!
Introduction to speaking activity:
Call up a pupil. Make on the board a big field. Fill in the names of the students playing the positions.

Sapir is playing catcher.
Ya’acov is playing pitcher.
Inbal is playing first base.
Tracy is playing second base.
Ofek is playing 3rd base.
Racheli is playing short stop.
Noy is playing centerfield.
Maya is playing left field
Rotem is playing right field.
Check his/her answers.

 Now I want the class to work in pairs. And do what we just did. Before we get started I want to do a quick review of something you’ve already learned. 

Everyone work with the person sitting next to you. You will all get an empty picture of the field. Now put a book between the two of you so you can’t see the other person’s field. The names of the players are on the field. One person is the coach (like I was), the other is his assistant (like the student). The coach decides where all the players are playing. The coach will write a name in each of the positions. Then he will say to his assistant, where each player is playing, by using the present progressive.

The assistant will have to write the name of the person, in that position on his field. After the assistant fills in all of the positions (emda/emdot). You will take the book down and check if the fields are the same. Then you switch and the coach becomes the assistant and the assistant becomes the coach.










[image: http://www.coloring-pages-book-for-kids-boys.com/images/28_baseball_field_coloring_at-coloring-pages-book-for-kids-boys.gif]The team: Sapir, Ya’acov, Inbal, Tracy, Ofek, Racheli, Noy, Maya, Rotem
The sentence we are practicing is: 
     (Name)       is playing    (position)    .
For example: Sapir is playing catcher.
Inbal is playing pitcher.
Ya’acov is playing left field.
	True in the Present  

	If clause
	Independent clause

	True as habit or fact

	If + subject + present tense
	subject + present tense

	If Judita works hard,
	she gets good grades.


Present Conditional Writing Practice Activity
I’m going to tell you a few rules about life, then we’ll get back to baseball:
If you work hard, you do well in school. 
If you are late for class, you get in trouble. 
If you lie to your mom, you are in even more trouble.
You have If + subject + present tense, + subject + present tense. These all have to do with facts or habits. It’s called the present conditional.
Let’s do a quick review of the present tense:
I, they, we, you …….. no “s”, He, she, it …… “s”

Now I want complete these sentences using the present conditional we learned. Also write 2 of your own sentences, using the present conditional.
· If I go to a friend's house for dinner, I take _______________.
· If I have a day off from school, I ______________ 
· If the weather is nice, I _________________.
· If my mom helps me study, _____________________.
· ________________________, I stay home from school.



	True in the Present  

	If clause
	Independent clause

	True as habit or fact

	If + subject + present tense
	subject + present tense

	If Judita works hard,
	she gets good grades.


Present Conditional worksheet
How the Game Works
1. If the batter doesn't swing at a pitch that is in the strike zone (it's over the plate and not too high or too low), or swings and misses the ball, the umpire __________ (call) a strike.
2. If three strikes are called, the batter _____ (be) out. 
3. The batter is also out if the batter ______ (hit) a pitch and the ball is caught by one of the infielders or outfielders.
4. But if the batter hits a pitch and it isn't caught, he _______ (drop) his bat and _______(run) towards first base. 
5. A batter is out if a fielder _______ (get) the ball and touches the batter with it, or tags him, before he gets to first base. 
6. But if he gets there without being tagged, he ___ (is) safe. He can either stop at first base, or if he thinks he can get to second base safely, or even further, he can keep going. 
7. If the next batter hits a pitch, the first batter _______ (run) to the next base, and so on. If he can run all the bases and get back to the home plate without being tagged, he scores a run for the team. 

Questions for Baseball Game 
Students have to answer questions and then their team moves around the diamond, using the same rules as the game of baseball. Team with the most points wins.

(Cut into strips).
1. The batter hits the ball, and it is caught in the air by the short stop. The batter is ____________
(double, go to 2nd base).

2. How many innings are in a baseball game?
(single, go to 1st)

3. Name three positions in the infield?
(Triple, go to third)

4. Four balls. Walk to first base.

5. Four balls. Walk to first.

6. Name all three outfield positions.
(triple, go to third)

7. The ball is hit to the pitcher. He throws it to first base before the batter reaches the bases. What happens?
(Single)

8. Where does the short stop stand?
(double)

9. How many bases are there?
(single)

10. How many outs does each team at bat get before the teams switch places.
(single)
 
11. How many players are playing for each team during a baseball game?
(double)

12. What happens if the ball is hit over the wall in fair territory?
(homerun)

13. Where does the pitcher stand?
(double)

14. The catcher stand behind home ______________.
(single)

15. If three strikes are called the batter is ______________.
(single)

16. After the pitcher throws 3 balls, the batter takes first base. T/F
(single)

17. The pitcher throws a perfect pitch over the strike zone. The batter does not to swing. What does the Umpire call?
(double)

18. The batter hits a ball out to left field. No one catches it. What does the batter do?
(double)

19. A base runner is running from first to second base. The second baseman gets the ball and touches the runner before he gets to the base. Is the runner safe or out?
(single)

20. The base runner runs to second base but the ball is way out in the outfield. He thinks he can run to 3rd base without being tagged out. Can he keep running?
(double)

21. What is it called if a batter hits it into the outfield and manages to run around all the bases and reach home plate without being tagged out?
(homerun)

22. There is a base runner on first and second base. The batter hits the ball tell me where all three players run to?
(homerun)

23. Your hit was caught in the outfield. You are out!

24. 3 strikes. You are out!

25. 3 strikes you are out!

26. 4 balls. Walk to first.

27. Three strikes, you are out!
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